
OxPCF Report for
DfE Stocktake June 2024 

Oxfordshire Parent Carers Forum Feedback Report





What’s Working Well?

Enhanced willingness 

to include OxPCF 

(Oxfordshire Parent 

Carer Forum).

Greater senior-level 

understanding of SEND issues 

and increased engagement in 

resolving these matters.

Establishment of clearer 

governance structures.

Improved clarity 

regarding roles and 

responsibilities.

Advancement in 

comprehending data and 

addressing related 

issues.

Continued progress 

in partnership 

working.



What’s Working Well?

Commitment of funding for the first 

time since PCF started and 

heightened awareness of needed 

changes among several officers in 

the Local Area Partnership

Strong partnership with 

Oxfordshire CAMHS and regular 

updates and family feedback 

opportunities via focus groups.

Robust and supportive 

collaboration with SENDIASS, 

including the co-production of 

guidance for parent carers and 

webinars.

The recruitment of 

the Lisa Lyons, 

Director of 

Children’s Services



Challenges/Concerns

• No increase in resources (funding and skills) with continued reliance on temporary staff.

• Lack of clarity on funding decisions, exemplified by recent cases like the sensory 

business case.

• Insufficient understanding of underlying issues requiring resolution.

• Projects lack coherence in addressing issues and fail to demonstrate how they will solve 

them.

• Inadequate inclusion of parent carers and OxPCF in decision-making processes.

• Absence of a cohesive workforce strategy covering recruitment, retention, and culture.



Challenges/Concerns

• Absence of a data dashboard for monitoring progress.

• Concerns regarding schools and SEND funding.

• Discrepancy between leadership perspective and family experiences.

• Continued use of ineffective approaches such as enhanced pathways and in-reach/out-

reach schools.

• Inconsistency in staff and a shortage of Educational Psychologists (EPs).

• High rate of exclusions among children with identified needs.



Challenges/Concerns

• Co-production is not consistently strong, valued or understood yet across the local area, but 

there is some progress on developing this understanding. Movement towards clarity and 

consistency is not evident yet - the EOTAS workstream evidences this.

• Parents continue to not feel listened to or their experiences being valued. The campaign group 

continues to be very active within Oxfordshire.

• Continuing challenges securing engagement from Education in boards/meetings and work 

projects/work streams that require multi agency involvement

• CIT Funding Inconsistency/disparity across ICB BOB e.g. the sensory therapy programme. We 

now effectively have a postcode lottery within our own ICB

• Mainstream schools supporting children with complex SEND needs require easier access to 

essential resources to effectively cater to their students, thus alleviating strain on funding and 

enabling them to focus on education.



















End.
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